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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC REPORT: J. R. ROWLAND 
REF: CANBERRA 1505 

1. NEW AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRIA. J. R. ROWLAND, 

WAS ONE OF MOST RESPECTED DIPLOMATS IN KUALA LUMPUR. HE 
HAD GOOD INSIGHT INTO MALAYSIAN AFFAIRS AND EXCELLENT ENTRE 
WITH GOM OFFICIALS. HE WAS ALSO EFFECTIVE LEADER OF 
AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY HERE. 

2. ON PERSONAL SIDE, ROWLAND IS HIGHLY CULTURED INDIVIDUAL 
AND HAS LIVELY INTEREST IN ALL THE ARTS; HE IS COLLECTOR 

OF PAINTINGS. HE IS LOW- KEY PERSONALITY, SOFT- SPOKEN AND SOME- 
WHAT SELF- EFFACING; IN THIS RESPECT INITIATIVES IN 
PERSONAL DEALINGS ARE OFTEN LEFT TO OTHER PARTY. HE IS 
NEVERTHELESS FRIENDLY AND POSSESSES EXCELLENT SENSE OF 
HUMOR, A QUALITY SHARED BY HIS ATTRACTIVE WIFE MOIRA. 

LYDMAN 
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